
14. Norddeutsches Linguistisches Kolloquium  

15. bis 17. März 2013, Martin-Luther-Universität Universität Halle-Wittenberg 

Peter Grube 

Martin-Luther-Universität Halle-Wittenberg 

 

1 

 

The Textual Functions of Personal Weblogs 

Stability, Diversity, and Change 
 

1. Introduction 

 Personal Weblogs: 

o diary-like texts 

o typically written by one author 

o reversed chronological order (newest entries first) 

o „history“ of nearly 15 years 

 research questions: 

1. What textual functions can be considered typical of the genre Personal 

Weblog? 

2. What is the diachronic dimension of these functions in terms of stability, 

diversity, and change as far as the Personal Weblog is concerned? 

 

2. Data, Theory, and Method 

2.1. Data 

 some bloggers’ insider reflections on textual functions 

 results of ethnographic studies 

 diachronic corpus of Personal Weblogs DIABLOK 
 

 Texts Postings Token 

period I 

Weblogs 
1997-2000 30 773 ca. 33,364 

period II 

Personal 

Weblogs 

II.A 2002-2005 93 1,035 ca. 202,910 

II.B 2006-2008 80 649 ca. 173,743 

 
II.C 2009-2012 80 736 ca. 210,775 

  Total: 283 3,193 ca. 620,792 

  



2 

 

2.2. Textual Function 

 textual function: the complex task a text is designed to fulfil 

 may contain various components simultaneously: 

o informatory 

o appellative 

o obligational 

o contact 

 genres characterized by set of functions 

 sources: 

o metadiscourse 

o metacomments 

o textual indicators: 

multimodal 

structure  

 explicit performative formulae  

 grammatical structure  

 style 

 pictures / other elements  

semantic 

structure  

 topic(s) and sub topics 

 topic treatment  

 stance  

context  

 cotext  

 participants  

 …  

 

 

2.3. Method 

 multi-stage process as combination of Grounded Theory and linguistic analysis 

 open-ended, geared towards theoretical saturation 

 bloggers’ categories preserved in analysis and description 
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3. Textual Functions of Personal Weblogs 

3.1. Filter 

multimodal 

structure  

•  elliptical constructions  

•  concise matter-of-fact style  

•  hyperlinks are central  

semantic 

structure  

•  various topics without topical coherence  

•  treatment: descriptive  

•  stance: epistemic / evaluative  

context  •   author‘s web travels  

function  
•  informatory (source, content, evaluation) 

•  appellative (follow the links)  

 

3.2. Update 

multimodal 

structure  
•  elliptical constructions  

•  concise, even telegraphic style  

semantic 

structure  

•  topic: What‘s been going on? 

•  various, only loosely related subtopics  

•  treatment: descriptive / narrative 

•  stance: epistemic / evaluative  

context  • often friends / family addressed  

• limited amount of writing time 

function  •  mainly informatory  

 

3.3. Sharing Experience 

multimodal 

structure  

•  complex structures  

•  cohesive devices  

•  idiosyncratic style  

semantic 

structure  

•  single topic  

•  sub topics: event + reflections  

•  treatment: descriptive / narrative 

•  stance: epistemic / evaluative  

context  • varying audience scope 

function  
•  informatory (event + reflections) 

•  appellative (warning, advice) 
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4. Conclusions: Stability, Diversity, and Change 

stability:  •  pattern continuity over all periods 

diversity:  • fuzzy categories with various overlaps 

• numerous functions besides core patterns 

change:  • shift from filter to sharing experience as central functions 

• emancipation of functional patterns from period I to period II 

• rise and decline of update 
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